of modem therapy, the result of which may place an intolerable economic burden not only on individual households but on the community. Comment is made that if the patient expresses a desire to die, the opinions of the relatives are unimportant. The custom of obtaining consent for operation on an unconscious patient is likewise challenged. The report is illustrated by an extensive series of case histories and should be very widely read. It is completely up to date and quotes the very recent work on bio-electric activity of the brain in anoxia. Few medical practitioners give time to consider in contemplative mood the issues of life's termination and this book should have a wide appeal, not limited to those who subscribe to the Christian faith, since its presentation is non-denominational, powerful and yet concise. It should find its way into the reading of the nursing profession and of medical students. It is the fourth of a series which has covered sterilization, redundancy and punishment. It is a most valuable contribution to the moral and social aspects of modern medicine, the importance of which increases with each decade of progress.
D F ELLISON NASH
The Science of Ionizing Radiation compiled and edited by Lewis E Etter BS MD FACR pp xv+788 illustrated $26.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1965 This compendium gives the present situation in the sciences developing around the use of ionizing radiations. It is not only a courageous attempt to give the individual scientist an. overall picture of developments in his own specialty, but also to give him the chance of understanding the other chap's specialization in related fields. Thirty-five contributors have helped to make this volume a painless and efficient way of gaining the background to the physics, chemistry and radiobiology of ioniizing radiations which form the bases for radiotherapy: they give a survey of the machines available for producing ionizing radiations and the use of equipment for diagnosis and therapy, agriculture and industry. The present views on cellular and genetic radiobiology are discussed well, although the chapter on effects in mammals is disappointing and unclear. Sections on crystallography and microradiography show the potential of radiations as a delicate tool in fundamental research; the concise closing chapter on protection brings the advantages and disadvantages of the uses of ionizing radiations described in the previous 700 pages into an easily digested perspective.
The book is fun. The historical introduction objectively corrects the inaccuracies in stories told about the discovery of radium. The description of personal controversies and the fight for better laboratory conditions, which seem to accompany most great discoveries in science, and the effort to find the earliest reports of the biological effects of the rays (Grubbe, 1895, wins in Chapter 29) give to this simply presented wealth of material an air of time for contemplation. A thread of humour leads through the text and the diagrams, especially of a stone age man being fluoroscoped! The book is expensive, but as an up-to-date reference book, which should be available to all students of physics and medicine as well as those interested in forensic medicine, archwology and forgeries in painting, it is well worth while.
PATRICIA J LINDOP
The Physics of the Ear by T S Littler pp ix+378 illustrated 80s Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1965 This book is designed as an introduction to interest physicists and radio and communication engineers in the cochlea. Viewed from this perspective, it is a good book. It does not claim to have all the answers, but does give an up-to-date account and has a particularly well documented historical background. It is essential to all otologists undertaking research and it could be read with profit by all students of the specialty, even if they have to take the mathematics on trust.
It is written clearly and in an economical style. The anatomical illustrations are very good and the graphs are easy to follow. It is a pity that the illustration of a fenestration (Fig 127) is upside down. The index is good: there are one or two volume and page omissions in the name references, but the cross-indexing is good enough to accommodate this.
Dr Littler is to be congratulated on producing what will be another British classic.
ALAN FULLER
How to Interpret an Electrocardiogram by Camille Lian and J Vilenski 3rd ed translated by Cornelio Papp MD pp 95 illustrated 1 Is 6d Bristol: John Wright 1964 This is a short book for students and practitioners, on the interpretation of ECGs. The authors, two French physicians, have presented many facts but, in their attempt to be brief, have not included explanations of these facts. There occur a number of words and terms that are not in common use. However, the presentation of this book is such that it can readily be carried in one's pocket.
